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WATER-PROOF CLOTH URINALS.

IN a communication from Mr. W Maclure, of Harley Street.
Cavendish Square, we are informed, that a new and useful
application of the "Glasgow water-proof cloth " is found in
the manufacture of Urinals. This water-proof cloth, of which
a Mr. Mackintosh is patentee, according to Mr. Maclure, is
-composed of two layers of cotton cloth, with " an inter-
vening layer of a glutinous solution of caoutchouc," and it
has been extensively used for various purposes, in the manu-
facture of life-preservers, &c. From its possessing the pro-
perty of being impervious to air as well as to water, the patent
cloth has likewise been used for the making of cushions and
pillows, which are so formed as to be readily inflated with
air when required. Mr. Maclure justly remarks, that it is
somewhat singular surgeons have not availed themselves of
the use of this cloth, as there are many cases in which it
would contribute greatly to the comfort of the patient, and
in none more obviously than in cases of incontinence of
urine. The glass, or earthenware urinals, are objectionable,
on account of their liability to be broken, as well as on

account of their bulk and unyielding nature ; and, although
they may be used occasionally, they cannot be kept con-
stantly applied so as to receive the urine when it dribbles
from the body. The water-proof cloth urinal, which is an
admirable substitute in such cases, is made of a conical

shape, and draws together at the mouth by means of tape.
There are attached to it two long and two short tapes ; the
former, after having puckered the mouth of the urinal around
the root of the penis, are passed round the body in opposite
- directions, and then tied in front. The short tapes are

intended for the purpose of encircling the scrotum. It is
further stated, that the urinal may be conveniently worn
during the day, which is, indeed, a most important qualifica-
tion. Care must be taken not to make an aperture in the
urinal, in which case it is spoiled ; and, to remove the fcetor,
which it otherwise acquires by use, it is frequently to be
washed in warm water without soap.

INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE: THE ANNUAL
DINNER.

THE annual dinner of the Indian Medical Service
’was held on June 14th at the New Gaiety Restaurant
and was well attended. There were no speeches, the

chairman, Surgeon-General L. D. Spencer, C.B., briefly
pointing out that the occasion was meant not for the
-exercise of oratory but to afford an opportunity for the

meeting of old friends and the cementing of ties. The

evening was treated in exactly this way and was consequently
thoroughly enjoyable.
The members of the service present were :-SwJ’geO?-

fenerals : A. M. Branfoot, C.LE., W. R. Browne, J

Cleghorn, C.S.L, Sir B. Franklin, K.C.I.E., G. W. R. Hay
and P. W. Sutherland. Colonel : C. W. Carr-Caltbrop,
W. E. Cates, D. E. Hughes, and G. S. Sutherland.
- ZtcwMM- 6MoM; C. Adams, E. Bovill, Sir H. H. R. Charles,
K.C.V.O., E. F. Drake-Brockman, P. J. Freyer, W. Gray,
Sir A. S. Lethbridge, K.C.S.L, D. P. MacDonald,
J. Moorhead, W. Owen, P. D. Pank, T. H. Pope, C. J. Sarkie,
A. E. R. Stephens, C. L. Swaine, W. H. Thornhill, J. F. Tuohy,
and A. C. Younan. 1lTajors W. H. Caldwell, J. T. Calvert,
R. H. Castor L. F. Childe, J. K. Close, F. C. Clarkson,
G. F. W. Ewens, T. W. A. Fullerton, C. R. M. Green, S. H
Henderson, C. A. Johnston, A. H. Nott, W. H. Orr, H. W.
Pilgrim, H. A. Smith, and E. Wilkinson. C,7ptains: H. R.
Brown, Young A. W. Cook, H. M. Cruddas, J. D. Graham,
R. L. Hanger. W. G. Hamilton, J. H. Hugo, D.S.O., D. C.
Kemp, W. H. Kenrick, A. Miller, W. J. Niblock, E. L.
Perry, M. B. Pinchard, N. R. J. Rainier, J. W. F. Rait, F. A.

Smith, L. P. Stephen, T. H. Symons, R. G. Turner, and
F. N. White.
The guests were :-Sir Richard Douglas Powell, Bart.,

K.C.V.O., President of the Royal College of Physicians of
London; Inspector-General H. M. Ellis, Director-General,
R.N. Medical Service; Surgeon-General A. H, Keogh, C.B.,
Director-General, A.M.S.; Mr. Austin Low, Dr. Dawson
Williams, and Dr. S. Squire Sprigge.

Public Health and Poor Law.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD.

ANNUAL REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.

Cou7cty Borough of Huddersfield.-A very comprehensive
scheme for dealing with infantile mortality is now in

operation in Huddersfield where a fee of Is. is paid
for every birth notified to the medical officer of health
within 48 hours of its occurrence. In November and
December of 1905 there were 142 notifications received, there
being during the same two months 380 births. The present
scheme embraces both official and voluntary helpers, the
borough being divided for administrative purposes into nine
districts. These districts have been allotted to two official
lady health visitors who are, it is important to note, both
duly qualified medical practitioners. Acting under these
health visitors, and of course under the general super-
intendence of the medical officer of health, are 16 lady
superintendents, the number in each district ranging from
one to five, while under these superintendents, who are all
voluntary workers, are 82 lady helpers, also voluntary, the
number in each district varying from two to 20. With a
scheme such as this much good should result assuming that
there is an efficient and tactful organisation. The newly
born children are visited as soon as practicable by one of
the qualified health visitors who gives advice and leaves
simple and helpful literature. On every Saturday each of
the lady superintendents distributes the cases in her district
among the lady helpers.

Metropolitan BorO’ngh of Battersea.-Dr. G. F. McCleary in
presenting what will be his last annual report for this
borough furnishes a table showing for each of the years 1896
to 1903 the number of deaths recorded on each day of the
week from "overlying." It was found that by far the greater
number of deaths were discovered on Sunday morning, a
fact which suggests that the " overlying " was due in large
measure to the influence of alcohol on the parents. Such
deaths, as Dr. McCleary points out, should be had regard to
in estimating the mortality due to alcohol. The relation of
excess of alcohol to public health is by no means so remote
as was once believed and the Battersea borough council is
moving in the right direction in endeavouring to make known
the deleterious action of alcohol in excess. As regards the
Battersea milk depot, Dr. McCleary reports that the death-
rate among the children attending it was for 1905 105’ 7
per 1000, and he adds that the depot children must by no
means be regarded as a normal population, seeing that
nearly 50 per cent. of them are taken to the depot on
account of ill-health.
Manchester Port Sanitary District.- We are glad to

learn from the last annual report of Dr. A. M. N. Pringle,
medical officer of health of the Port of Manchester, that
the sanitary authority is endeavouring to obtain power
to inspect the food-stuffs introduced into this country
via the Manchester Ship Canal, and we trust that in
future more attention will be paid to this matter by port
authorities throughout the country. The subject is indeed
of such importance that we would suggest the desirability
of the attention of port sanitary authorities being called to
it by the Local Government Board. Dr. Pringle adverts
again in his annual report to the difficulty which obtains in
securing reasonable forecastle accommodation for the crew
of smaller vessels so long as the Board of Trade is content
with such a small amount of cubic space per head and when
the lighting of the cabin is often so bad that it is quite
impossible to obtain really healthy and cleanly conditions.
Yet these places being passed by the Board of Trade as fit
for the accommodation of so many men it is impracticable,
and in a sense illogical, for the port sanitary authority to


